
Formative feedback 

Overall Comments 
Well done for submitting your first assignment for Landscape, Catherine. Please find below key 
points from our discussion with amends/additional notes from me in black. 
Student Tutorial Notes 15th October 2018 
Blog: has a clear structure and layout and she appreciates the way in which I make a clear 
distinction between quotes and my own opinions/thoughts; my approach to research and 
engagement in Workshops and Exhibitions. 
Assignment 1: Helen is impressed with my experimentation and ideas and the way in which I 
saw them through whilst evaluating whether I need to change direction. It’s obvious that I’m 
thinking deeply on impact and process.   

Assessment potential 
Assignment 1 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have 
shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you 
have the potential to pass at assessment. In order to meet all the assessment criteria, 
there are certain areas you will want to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.  

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration 
of Creativity  
We discussed the clock image as a motif and whether I should add another echo of this (and 
whether the wide viewpoint and the distance this creates supports a clear and strong 
metaphorical reading or not) and I explained further. I explained more about my concept – the 
programme I listened to on climate change and the suggestion that the clock is ticking 
towards the death of the planet if we do nothing to prevent this – standing at five minutes 
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before twelve at present. My clock isn’t at that time, it’s afterwards – linking with red as a 
metaphor for the aftermath of an event.  
 
We discussed the edit and sequencing, noting the rhythm created with the perpendicular lines 
and also referred to the tree image included on contact sheet 2 with its pale, willowy top 
surrounded by darkness (No. 9723) but not in the final selection, although perhaps the 
composition was too formal. (NB I realised afterwards that the reason I didn’t choose that tree, 
although tempted to, was because the very pale tones seemed too much of a contrast with the 
other images I had chosen). 
 
Reference made to No. 1 and No. 6 – the clock and the rope – did I feel satisfied as to the colour 
as they seemed more orange than the others, should I ‘tweak’ the magenta, bearing in mind 
that near infra-red has its own way of affecting white/colour balance due to the strength of its 
light at any particular time of day. Regarding references – artists and John Berger quote. Helen 
wasn’t quite sure of the main driving concept.  The quote from Berger in the Introduction is a 
strong start point so I should make more of it in the main section (assignment text for) Looking 
Beyond the Light. 
 
Also, Helen asked why I had used the forest specifically as there are so many places – buildings, 
sacred sites etc, which could have been used to explore the in-between, unseen and revelatory 
history.  Plus, infra-red doesn’t look dissimilar to a red filter and she feels eager to see what my 
landscape looks like through a normal lens. Her questioning brought more out from me about 
green leaves and infra-red and how they reflect more infra-red light.  It’s different from a red 
filter, detail is different. We can’t see that light but it’s there. I likened this to layers of time, 
people and history in a landscape. I could do this because I took ‘normal’ photographs as well. I 
also made short videos so could experiment with those. 
 

Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
Assignment 6: Transitions 
Little progress as there’s been no reply from the Allotment Society as yet and the garden 
photographs, although continuing, seem boring to me. I need to find a space that shows 
changes, development and deterioration over time – could interpose views with details. 
Allotments can be good subjects but best to avoid them due to the difficulties of access. 
 

Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
Broad, including workshops, independent study visits and attending OCA group activities, 
which is fantastic – however ensure you retain a good and consistent balance between that 
and your assignment planning and coursework, eg Transitions project.  
 

Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
Keep the presentation of your learning log posts and blog layout in mind as you move through 
the unit, refining structure and use fonts and formatting as needed to ensure that the content 
on your blog is as clear and accessible as possible. We can review this again at A2. 



 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
Works that might be of interest relating to your work for Assignment 1: 
Awoiska Van Der Molen -  https://www.awoiska.nl/ 
Daniel Blaufuks - Terezin 
https://www.danielblaufuks.com/webnew/video.html (scroll down to ‘Theresienstadt, 90', loop, 
sound, video, 2007’) 
Aletheia Casey - No Blood Stained the Wattle 
https://www.photomonitor.co.uk/no-blood-stained-the-wattle/ 
You mentioned that you are interested in looking at making work through walking in your 
Assignment 2 piece – you might find some of the works below of interest:  
Michal Iwanowski – Two projects, Clear of People & Go Home Polish 
http://www.michaliwanowski.com/go-home-polish/4594130098 
Gareth Phillips - Y Tir Newydd http://europeanprospects.org/gareth-phillips/y-tir-newydd-new-land 

Paul Gaffney – We Make the Path by Walking  http://www.paulgaffneyphotography.com/ 
Journeys more generally: 
John Angerson – English Journey https://www.johnangerson.com/english-journey/ 
 

Summary  
Strengths Areas for development 
 

• Use of study events for peer and tutor 
feedback and engagement 

• Open to experimentation, incl. infra-
red, approaching subject with 
imagination, creating some 
interesting results and compositions 

• Developing assignment ideas whilst 
evaluating success, changing 
direction as needed 

• Synthesis of research, but do try to 
give yourself time to refine the 
rationale of your final idea in tandem 
with more shooting and research 
 

 
• Consider trialling tweaks to red tones 

and compare with the originals, 
reflecting on which is stronger and 
incorporate into edit if they are 
successful 

• Clarify the main concept for the work 
to increase the significance and 
purpose for the choice of infra-red 

• Make progress with mind-mapping 
and ideas development for Transitions 
A6, conducting test shoots if you can 
which I can look at for A2 submission 

 
Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment: written 
or video/audio. 
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